OXYGEN ON THE EVEREST PLIGHT

fliers alive and capable of sight. Even die dry cells of the
telephones between pilot and observer were affected by the
extreme cold, and for them heating arrangements had to be
installed.

In truth, the telephones were never popular with the pilots,
who considered the requests passed down to them by the
observers distinctly tiresome, but toleration prevailed, although
joy was evident when they went out of order.

It was to the skill and experience of Siebe Gorman & Co.
that the expedition owed the success of the electrically-heated
clothing and its satisfactory work in all the flights.

These details of organisation serve to illustrate the extent to
which we were confronted by novel problems, and compelled
to solve difficulties, often of an unexpected nature, calling for
ingenuity and original research.

Even in an ordinary aeroplane there is little which is un-
necessary; in our machines every detail was vital. A hitch in
the working of any one of a hundred devices, or a failure to
foresee each of a multitude of contingencies of the flight, might
well have led to failure.
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